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Aerial view of Winthrop 
Photograph by ESS Productions, Revere, MA 
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Winthrop Town Center Photo by Frank Quimby 
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Winthrop Ballfield—Photo by Frank Quimby 
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Table: Comparison Population by Age
Winthrop % Change Massachusetts United States 

Age Group 1990 2000 1990-2000 % Change % Change
Under 5 929 906 -2.5% -3.69% 4.5%

Age 5-9 769 947 23.1% 13.97% 13.5%

Age 10-14 755 1,020 35.1% 23.89% 19.9%

Age 15-19 914 900 -1.5% 1.42% 13.9%

Age 20-24 1,416 970 -31.5% -21.29% -0.3%

Age 25-34 3,664 2,820 -23.0% -15.85% -7.6%

Age 35-44 2,681 3,248 21.1% 15.74% 20.1%

Age 45-54 2,017 2,697 33.7% 45.54% 49.4%

Age 55-59 819 1,029 25.6% 22.31% 27.9%

Age 60-64 863 742 -14.0% -9.63% 1.8%

Age 65-74 1,771 1,443 -18.5% -7.0% 1.6%

Age 75-84 1,077 1,140 5.8% 18.1% 34.3%
85 years + 452 441 -2.4% 26.6% 37.6%
Source:  US Census, Summary File 1
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Winthrop Aerial—Photo by ESS Productions 
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Table: Recreation Land for Town of Winthrop
Area Area Percentage 

Description (Sq. Meters) (Acres) of Land Area

Open Land (no vegetation) 173,259 43 3.3%
Participant Recreation 389,197 96 7.4%
Spectator Recreation 27,639 7 0.5%
Water-Based Recreation 116,524 29 2.2%
Urban Open 178,499 44 3.4%
Source:  MassGIS, 1999
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Table: Open Space Properties by Level of Protection
% of Total % of Total

Level of Protection Acres Open Space Town Area
IN PERPETUITY 265.02 99.0% 20.5%
TEMPORARY (CHPT. LANDS) 0 0.0% 0.0%
LIMITED (OTHER THAN BY TIME) 1.46 0.5% 0.1%
NONE 1.09 0.4% 0.1%
UNKNOWN 0 0.0% 0.0%
TOTAL 267.57 100.0% 20.7%
Source:  MassGIS, Land Use Data 1999
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Table: Open Space by Access
Acres % of Total % of Town Area

OPEN TO PUBLIC 263.21 98.4% 20.3%
NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC 3.27 1.2% 0.3%
LIMITED PUBLIC ACCESS (MEMBERSHIP ONLY) 0 0.0% 0.0%
UNKNOWN 1.09 0.4% 0.1%
TOTAL 267.57 100.0% 20.7%
Source:  MassGIS, Land Use Data 1999
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Table: Open Space by Primary Purpose
Acres % of Total % of Town Area

RECREATION 170.59 63.8% 13.2%
CONSERVATION 55.29 20.7% 4.3%
RECREATION & CONSERVATION 0 0.0% 0.0%
HISTORICAL/CULTURAL 39.97 14.9% 3.1%
AGRICULTURAL 0 0.0% 0.0%
WATER SUPPLY PROTECTION 0.63 0.2% 0.0%
UNKNOWN 1.09 0.4% 0.1%
TOTAL 267.57 100.0% 20.7%
Source: MassGIS, Land Use Data 1999

Local Park—Photo by Frank Quimby  
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T O W N  O F  W IN T H R O P

IN V E N T O R Y  O F  P U B L IC  P R O P E R T IE S

# L o c a t io n A c re s C o n tro l U s e C o n d it io n

R
ec

re
at

io
n 

P
ot

en
tia

l

P
ub

lic
 

A
cc

es
s

F u n d in g O w n e rs h ip

D
eg

re
e 

of
 

P
ro

te
ct

io
n

C o m m e n ts

1 S n a ke  Is la n d * 4 C o n se rva tio n Is la n d G o o d N o n e N o
T o w n  &  
F e d e ra l T o w n H ig h

S m a ll is la n d  o f f sh o re  in  in n e r h a rb o r -  
re ce n tly u p g ra d e d

2 C o u g h lin  P la yg ro u n d 9 .8 S e le c tm e n
P la yg ro u n d  
B a llf ie ld s G o o d H ig h Y e s

T o w n  &  
M W R A T o w n H ig h F u lly re n o va te d  a n d  h a n d ic a p  a cce s s ib le

3 P o in t S h ir le y B e a ch 5 .5 S e le c tm e n B e a ch G o o d H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n  H ig h C le a n  u p  o f B o s to n  H a rb o r h a s  h e lp e d

4 Y ir re l B e a c h 1 S e le c tm e n B e a ch E xce lle n t H ig h Y e s
T o w n  &  
S ta te T o w n H ig h N e w ly re n o va te d  a n d  h a n d ic a p  a cce s s ib le

5 P u b lic  L a n d in g 7 S e le c tm e n P a rk  &  O th e r F a ir H ig h Y e s
T o w n  &  
S ta te T o w n /S ta te H ig h

P u b lic ly o w n e d  b o a t la n d in g  w ith  b e n ch e s  
a n d  sce n ic  v ie w

6 T e rra ce  A ve n u e  G a rd e n s 0 .4 S e le c tm e n G re e n  S p a ce F a ir N o n e N /A T o w n T o w n H ig h
E m b a n k m e n t o n  w e s t s id e  o f C o tta g e  H ill 
d ru m lin

7 W a te r T o w e r 0 .2 S e le c tm e n O th e r E xce lle n t N o n e N /A
T o w n  &  
M W R A T o w n H ig h C o a s ta l p ro p e r ty re ce n tly s ta b ilize d

8 B e a co n  C irc le 0 .0 7 S e le c tm e n G re e n  S p a ce E xce lle n t N o n e N /A T o w n T o w n H ig h T ra ffic  ro ta ry

9 M a s sa  P la yg ro u n d 0 .6
S e le c tm e n  &  
R e c re a tio n P la yg ro u n d  F a ir H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n M o d e ra te S m a ll p la yg ro u n d  a n d  to t lo t in  d e s ig n  p h a se

1 0
R a ilro a d  R ig h t o f W a y                     
o ff S h ir le y S tre e t 0 .7 5 S e le cm e n O th e r P o o r H ig h Y e s T o w n  T o w n M o d e ra te O ld  N a rro w  G a u g e  R a ilro a d  b e d

1 1
W in th ro p  S h o re  D rive                       
B e a ch  &  C liffw a lk 7 S ta te B e a ch P o o r H ig h Y e s S ta te S ta te H ig h

L a rg e s t b e a c h  in  W in th ro p  - C o n tro l b y  
D U P R  - d u e  fo r $ 7 M  re n o va tio n

1 2 B e a ch  R o a d 0 .5 S e le c tm e n G re e n  S p a ce G o o d N o n e N /A T o w n T o w n N /A T ra ffic  is la n d

1 3 S u m m it A ve n u e  G re e n 0 .1 8 S e le c tm e n G re e n  S p a ce G o o d N o n e N /A T o w n  T o w n N /A C e n te r s tr ip  in  ro a d

1 4 C re s t A ve  P la yg ro u n d 0 .4
S e le c tm e n  &  
R e c re a tio n

P la yg ro u n d              
&  P a rk E xce lle n t H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n M o d e ra te S m a ll p la yg ro u n d  

1 5 P o n d  S t P la yg ro u n d 0 .4
S e le c tm e n  &  
R e c re a tio n P la yg ro u n d P o o r H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n H ig h P a rk  &  B a sk e tb a ll co u r t

1 6 F o r t H e a th  P a rk 3 .6 S e le c tm e n P a rk  E xce lle n t N o n e Y e s
T o w n  &  
E O E A T o w n H ig h P a s s ive  P a rk

1 7 H a rtfo rd  B e a ch 0 .2 5 S e le cm e n B e a ch F a ir N o n e Y e s T o w n T o w n H ig h S m a ll ro c k y b e a ch

1 8 B e lle  Is le  C e m e te ry A n n e x 1 2 C e m e te ry D e p t C e m e te ry E xce lle n t N o n e Y e s T o w n T o w n  H ig h C e m e te ry

1 9
F o r t B a n k s  S ch o o l                                  
P la yg ro u n d 1 0 .3

S e le c tm e n  &  
R e c re a tio n

P la yg ro u n d ,             
to t lo ts  &  f ie ld s E xce lle n t H ig h Y e s

T o w n  &  
M W R A T o w n H ig h L a rg e  m u lti-u se  a re a

2 0 V e te ra n s  F ie ld 8 .3 S ch o o l P la yfie ld F a ir H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n M o d e ra te A d ja c e n t to  H ig h  S ch o o l -  m u lti u s e s

2 1 L itt le  L e a g u e  F ie ld 1 .5 S e le c tm e n P la yfie ld G o o d H ig h Y e s P r iva te  T o w n M o d e ra te B a s e b a ll F ie ld

2 2 M ille r  F ie ld 4 S ch o o l P la yfie ld F a ir H ig h Y e s T o w n T o w n H ig h F o o tb a ll f ie ld
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TOWN OF WINTHROP

INVENTORY OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES

# Location Acres Control Use Condition
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n 

P
ot

en
tia

l

P
ub

lic
 

A
cc

es
s

Funding Ownership

D
eg

re
e 

of
 

P
ro

te
ct

io
n

Comments

23 W inthrop Golf Club 50.5 Selectmen Golf Course Excellent High PartialPrivate Town Moderate
Private golf course on land leased from 
Town

24 Lewis Lake 8
Selectmen & 
Conservation Other Fair High Yes

Town & 
Mass Bays Town High Tidal inlet abutting golf course

25 Daw Playground 0.2
Selectmen & 
Recreation Playground Poor High Yes Town Town High Small playground

26 Lewis Terrace 0.07 Selectmen Green Space Good N/A N/A Town Town N/A Small green space

27 Thornton Park 0.4 Selectmen Green Space Good N/A N/A Town Town N/A Large green space

28
Railroad Right of W ay                              
off Sea View Avenue 2 Selectmen Other Poor High Yes Town Town High Old Narrow Gauge Railroad bed

29
Pico Playground and           
Beach 0.7

Selectmen & 
Recreation Playground Good High Yes Town Town High Neighborhood playground

30 Egleton Park 0.05 Selectmen Green Space Excellent N/A N/A Town Town N/A Green space on cul-de-sac

31 French Square 0.11 Selectmen Park Good High Yes
Town & 
MSCP Town High

Small revitalized park in center of business 
district

32 Main W inthrop Cemetery 12 Cemetery Dept Cemetery Good None Yes Town Town High Cemetery

33
W inthrop Common/              
Metcalf Square 0.25 Selectmen Park Excellent High Yes

Town & 
MSCP Town High Small green space across from Town Hall

34
W alden Street                                                     
Basketball Courts 0.4

Selectmen & 
Recreation Playfield Good High Yes Town Town Moderate

Basketball courts with lights & bleachers - to 
be replaced

35 Ingleside Park 10
Selectmen & 
Recreation

Playground, 
Field & Park Good High Yes

Town & 
Massport Town High Large park with ball field & playground

36 Brookfield 1 Selectmen Park Fair Passive Yes
Town & 
Massport Town High

Enclosed drainage ditch adjacent to 
Ingleside Park

37 Donovan's Beach Selectmen Beach Excellent High Yes
Town & 
State Town High

Small neighborhood beach with new 
improvements

38 Belle Isle Marsh     251** State Salt Marsh Excellent High Yes State Town High
ACEC - Tidal Marsh - last urban estuary in 
Metro Boston area

39 Fishermen's Bend 7.5 Selectmen Other Fair High Yes Town Conservation High
Combination marsh and other recently 
acquired by Town

40 Revere Street 22 State Mixed Fair High Yes State State Moderate
Natural site with some wetland; acquired 
from Neponset Associates
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TOWN OF WINTHROP

INVENTORY OF PUBLIC PROPERTIES

# Location Acres Control Use Condition
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Funding Ownership
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Comments

41 Cummings School Park 1 School Playground Good High Yes Town Town High

42 Deer Island* 60
MW RA & City of 
Boston Passive Excellent High Yes 

City & 
MW RA

City & 
MW RA High MW RA W astewater Treatment Facility site

43 Skating Rinks Town Skating Poor High Yes Town Town Moderate

44 W HS tennis courts Town Tennis Fair High Yes Town Town High

45 George St. Parcel Town Parking Fair Yes Yes Town Town Low
Parking lot with recreation potential for 
pocket park 

46 Fort Banks bankers Town N/A Poor Yes Yes
Town + 
State (?)  Town Moderate

Sealed W W II era fortification - potential for 
recreation/historical uses

* Part of Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation Area

** Most of this acreage is in East Boston - DUPR Reservation is 152 acres

*** Public Shore access points: Somerset Ave, Bartlett Road, Cottage Park Road, Sargeant Street, Court Road
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TOWN OF WINTHROP
INVENTORY OF PRIVATE PROPERTIES

# Parcel Identification Owner/Address  Acres Zoning Degr ee of Protection Site Characteristics

A Pleasant Court
Albert DiFlumeri Richard DiFlumeri 18 
Amelia Avenue W inthrop, MA 02152 1.4 Business Low

Underveloped natural site 
adjacent to the Belle Isle 
Marsh.  Owner has sought 
zoning change to subdivide 
land for residential 
development

B Morton Street
Frank A. Bonacorso One Seal Harbor 
Road W inthrop, MA 02152 1.9

Light 
Manufacturing High

Undeveloped filled area 
adjacent to Belle Isle Marsh. 
Currently used for open 
storage. Owner has 
proposed rezoning for 
residential use. MDC has 
considered purchasing

C Banks Street
Leon A. Duval 14 Yvonne Street 
Rochester, NH 03863 1.2

Light 
Manufacturing Low

Partially developed area 
adjacent to Belle Isle Marsh. 
Lite manufacturing plant sited 
on adjacent land.

D W oodside Park deeded to several homeowners Residential Low Small mowed park
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Aerial view of Winthrop 
Photo—by ESS Productions, Revere, MA 
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The Winthrop Board of Selectmen have adopted and instituted this grievance policy in order to fulfill 
the community’s obligations under Title II of the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990.  This pol-
icy establishes a process that is open to any individual who wishes to file a complaint alleging dis-
crimination on the basis of disability in employment practices and policies, or the provision of ser-
vices, programs, activities, or public events, by the Town of Winthrop. 
 
The Making of a Complaint 
 
Complaints against the Town or any of its officers, employees, agents or service contractors, should be 
submitted in writing.  Alternative means of filing a complaint, including but not limited to a confiden-
tial interview, a tape recorded description of the complaint, or an affidavit prepared on behalf of an 
aggrieved party are available to persons with disabilities upon request. 
 
Complaints shall be filed by the aggrieved party and/or his or her representative within 60 calendar 
days of an alleged violation, and they shall be directed to the attention of: 
 

Mr. Lawrence S. Holmes 
ADA Coordinator 

Town Hall 
1 Metcalf Square 

Winthrop, MA 02152 
 
����������	
��
����
��������������
 
Within 15 calendar days after receiving a complaint, the ADA Coordinator will meet with the ag-
grieved individual to discuss the complaint and possible ways of resolving it, including mediation ser-
vices.  During this meeting, the ADA Coordinator will attempt to obtain sufficient information to an-
swer the complaint as provided below if mediation is declined by either the aggrieved party of the in-
dividual(s) against whom a complaint has been made.  This is to ensure that handling the complaint is 
not unduly delayed. 
 
The decision to utilize mediation will first be made by the aggrieved party, who may accept or reject 
the same within 5 calendar days of meeting with the ADA Coordinator.  It is the Coordinator’s respon-
sibility to then notify the Town officer, employee, agent, or services contractor of both the complaint 
and the aggrieved party’s request for mediation.  The Town officer, employee, agent or services con-
tractor will then have 5 calendar days from the date of notification by the ADA Coordinator to decide 
whether to participate in mediation.  The ADA Coordinator will arrange for qualified mediation ser-
vices when both parties agree to utilize this mechanism for complaint resolution. 
 
If either the aggrieved party or the individual(s) against whom a complaint has been made declines 
mediation, then the complaint will be handled through the following process.  This process remains 
available if mediation is attempted and fails to produce a mutually acceptable resolution.  Mediation is 
not mandatory and the decision to forego it will not in any way influence how the ADA Compliance 
Coordinator evaluates and decides to resolve the complaint. 
 
No later than 30 calendar days after receipt of the initial complaint (or after receipt of notification that 
mediation failed to produce a mutually acceptable resolution), the ADA Compliance Coordinator will 
respond to the aggrieved party in writing or, where appropriate, in an accessible format requested by 
that party.  The ADA Compliance Coordinator’s response will offer one or more options to resolve the 
complaint and explain how and why those options were chosen. 
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If the ADA Compliance Coordinator’s response does not satisfactorily answer the complaint, the ag-
grieved party and/or representative may appeal the decision to the Board of Selectmen or their author-
ized designee, within 15 calendar days after receiving the ADA Coordinator’s response. 
 
Within 15 calendar days after receiving the appeal, the Board of Selectmen or their designee, will 
meet with the aggrieved party to hear the complaint and consider ways of resolving it.  No later than 
15 days after this meeting, the Board of Selectmen, or their designee, will make a written response to 
the aggrieved party.  They will make their response in an accessible format where appropriate. 
 
Records of all written complaints received by the ADA Coordinator and any subsequent appeals shall 
be retained by the Town of Winthrop for at least three years from the date of the last action on a com-
plaint. 
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The Town of Winthrop does not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission 
to, access to or operations of its programs, services or activities.  The Town of Win-
throp does not discriminate on the basis of disability in their hiring or employment 
practices. 

 
This Notice is intended to meet a requirement of Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990. 
 
Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for additional information regarding the ADA may be 
conveyed to the Town of Winthrop’s ADA Coordinator. 
 

Mr. Lawrence S. Holmes 
ADA Coordinator 

Town Hall 
1 Metcalf Square 

Winthrop, MA 02152 
617-846-3065 

 
Individuals who need auxiliary aids in order to effectively communicate and participate in programs 
and services of the Town of Winthrop are welcome to make their needs known by contacting the ADA 
Coordinator. 
 
This notice is available in large print, on audiotape and in Braille from the ADA Coordinator. 
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Functions of the ADA Coordinator 
 
Listed below are examples of when the ADA Coordinator would be active in assisting residents with 
their disability needs. 
 
Winthrop owns several fully developed park and playground facilities.  At scattered locations through-
out town, eight of these recreation sites offer comparable programs at a neighborhood service area 
scale while one supports community-wide use.  Given the substantial equivalency of the neighborhood 
playgrounds and Winthrop’s very small size, the Town has met its reasonable accommodation duty by 
making at least one of its smaller park facilities and its community-wide recreation center accessible to 
persons with disabilities. 
 
The centerpiece of Winthrop’s public open space system is Ingleside Park, which supports a wide 
range of community activities, festivals, special events, and programs.  Centrally located, in close 
proximity to three of the Town’s school buildings and with on-street parking available, Ingleside Park 
enjoys nearly constant use by persons of all ages.  It has playground equipment for young children, a 
rollerblade court and park furnishings.  By virtue of its size, Ingleside Park provides a natural setting 
for public events and is the only outdoor recreation facility in Winthrop that truly meets the criteria for 
a multi-purpose community service facility.  It has been completely renovated and is now accessible 
for all ages, containing easily accessible paths through the park.  Playground equipment meets all cur-
rent codes. 
 
Coughlin Park Playground on Bay View Avenue is barrier-free.  The pathways into and around the 
playground are wheelchair accessible, as are the various amenities that were built into the park by 
Massport, which designed and constructed this facility as part of its compensatory obligations for the 
impact of Logan Airport on the Town of Winthrop.  The problem with Coughlin Park is its location.  
Jets flying into and out of Logan so frequently pass over the Point that the constancy and volume of 
noise make recreational use of the playground undesirable.  As a result, Coughlin Park is significantly 
underutilized and does not afford equal recreational opportunities for persons with disabilities.  
 
Crest Ave. Park has also been renovated in 2000 and is now barrier free and accessible to persons with 
disabilities.  It contains 2 accessible parking spaces and easily accessible paths through the park.  Play-
ground equipment meets all current codes. 
 
Hannaford Park has 1 accessible parking space. 
 
Viewing the remaining Winthrop’s parks and playgrounds from both Section 504 and ADA vantage 
points, the following can be said about these facilities. 
 

1)    There is no accessible parking or drop-off area. 
2)    They all lack barrier-free paths of travel into and around the parks (the barriers range from 

steepness of slopes to surface material on pathways, and lack of ramps where needed). 
3)    Playground equipment, which in most cases is old but clearly used, is inaccessible. 
4)    Parks that include outdoor basketball and tennis courts, playing fields, and other spaces for 

organized recreation activities lack seating areas to accommodate persons with disabilities. 
5)    Public amenities such as picnic tables, playground equipment and furnishings are inaccessi-

ble. 
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The other parks and playgrounds considered in this Plan include: 
 
 

1)    Massa Playground on Park Street, which has outdoor basketball courts, various playground 
equipment and park amenities.  Massa Playground is used by neighborhood residents and the 
Winthrop Recreation Department for its summer playground program.  Partially bordered by 
public sidewalks, the Playground has no designated handicapped parking nor a barrier-free 
path of travel into the facility.  The sidewalks are not ramped for use by persons in wheel-
chairs. 

 
2)    Norman Daw Playground, with assorted playground equipment, a sandbox, park benches and 

the like, is another neighborhood-service recreation facility that also double as a summer 
playground program site.  Its accessibility problems include lack of designated parking, clear 
path of travel, modified playground equipment, and accessible amenities. 

 
3)    Pond Street Park, with outdoor basketball courts, playground equipment, park benches, and a 

limited parking area.  It is used by area residents and the Winthrop Recreation Department 
for the summer playground program.  Pond Street Park lacks designated parking, a clear path 
of travel, modified playground equipment, and accessible amenities. 

 
4)    Hannaford Park, which differs from the other parks cited above because it is not a combina-

tion park/playground area but a scenic park with magnificent views across the ocean.  Win-
throp uses Hannaford Park for such events as summer concerts.  As such, this facility can 
also be said to provide community-wide use but unlike Ingleside Park, Hannaford is not a 
multi-purpose outdoor recreation area.  Hannaford Park needs an established seating area for 
persons with mobility impairments so they can equally enjoy the special events and programs 
held here. 

 
5)    Pico Park, a small neighborhood playground bordering the ocean, lacks designated parking, a 

clear path of travel, modified playground equipment, and accessible amenities. 
 
To provide equal participation opportunities for adults and children with disabilities, the Town needs 
to undertake the following park and playground modifications: 
 

· Hannaford Park should be modified with designated seating areas for persons with  
   disabilities. 
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Town of Winthrop - Inventory of Facilities 
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                                           Parking                                           Public                  Water 
Location                                          Spaces                  Ramps                Phones                 Fountains 
 
Ingleside Park                                  No                         Yes                      No                        No          
Massa Playground                            No                         No                       No                        No 
Daw Playground                              No                         No                       No                        No          
Crest Avenue Park                           Yes                        Yes                      No                        No 
Pond Street Playground                   No                         No                       No                        No 
Coughlin Playground                       Yes                        Yes                      No                        No 
Pico Playground                               No                         No                       No                        No 
Walden Street Basketball 
Courts                                              No                         No                       No                        No 
Fort Heath Park                                Yes                        No                       No                        No 
Lewis Lake                                      No                         No                       No                        No 
 

                                        ������������� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
������������� ������������� ������������� ������������� ���"!�������������������#��#�������������������������������������������"�%  
Location                                          Facilities              Areas                  Trails                   Areas 
 
Ingleside Park                                  No                         Yes                      No                        Yes         
Massa Playground                            No                         No                       No                        No 
Daw Playground                              No                         No                       No                        No          
Crest Avenue Park                           No                         No                       No                        Yes 
Pond Street Playground                   No                         No                       No                        No 
Coughlin Playground                       Yes                        Yes                      No                        Yes 
Pico Playground                               No                         No                       No                        No 
Walden Street Basketball 
Courts                                              No                         No                       No                        No 
Fort Heath Park                                No                         No                       No                        No 
Lewis Lake                                      No                         No                       No                        No 
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